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City of Merrill 
Council Meeting 
August 20, 2026 

The Merrill City Council held a regular meeting on August 20, 2026, in the City Council chambers at the 
Kissinger Center, at 608 Main St. Merrill, Iowa. Mayor Norgaard called the meeting to order at 7:00 
P.M., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call. Council members presiding: Conley, Hoyt, 
Held, Hemmelman and Rieken. 
AGENDA: Held moved to approve, with Hoyt seconding the motion. Upon roll call, all voted aye. 
Motion carried.  
CONSENT AGENDA: Conley moved to approve the consent items, with Held seconding the motion. 
Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried. (a) Minutes: 07/16/2026 (b) Alcohol License Renewal 
Slumbum’s Break Room (c) Alcohol License Renewal Perera’s Lounge & Merrill Mexican (d) Casey’s 
Ownership Change - Adding Kober Parker (Owner) 
TREASURERS REPORTS: Hemmelman moved to approve, with Hoyt seconding the motion. Upon 
roll call, all voted Aye. Motion carried.  
CLAIMS 08/20/2026: Hoyt moved to approve, with Conley seconding the motion. Upon roll call, all 
voted aye. Motion carried. 
PUBLIC FORUM: Lisa Dittbenner, owner of “Just Thrift N’ Boutique It”, requested info for a block 
party to include street closures and vendors. Item to be added to next month’s agenda for street closure 
approval.   
DEPARTMENT REPORTS  
The City Clerks report included: upcoming audit dates, the September 15 utility bill due date, FY2028 
plans to convert the unused Kissinger Room into an official meeting room, and upcoming reports, 
including the FY2026 AFR. Fire/EMS reported no major updates and noted that a Kenwood radio was 
installed in the new tanker. The Library report included year-end reporting and submission of a 
digitization grant application. The MCBC reported completion of the flooring project and discussed 
grand opening plans and future fundraising ideas. Police reported 21 warnings, 23 citations, and 10 code 
enforcement actions. Public Works reported progress on the Kissinger window installation. 
OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion was had regarding Multi-Family dwelling units in residential districts. Conley motioned to 
rezone residential districts in Merrill as R1, low-density single-family dwelling homes and two-family 
dwelling homes, with Held seconding the motion. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried.  
NEW BUSINESS 
Electric Pump Software Agreement/Lift System Upgrades: Hemmelman moved to approve quote for 
$21,130, with Held seconding the motion. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried.   
CDL Course for Public Works Dept: Held moved to approve city payment for CDL course for $795 to 
include a contract repayment agreement, with Rieken seconding the motion. Upon roll call, all voted aye. 
Motion carried.    
Kissinger Janitor: Held moved to approve Mark Gant for a full-time public works position with a wage 
increase to $20 per hour, and duties to include public works helper and custodial duties, with Hoyt 
seconding the motion. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried. 
The Council discussed annexing 214 3rd St. into city limits. No motions were made. Held will follow up 
with the owner and surveyor, and report at the next meeting. 
The Council discussed Ordinance Ch.122, Peddlers, Solicitors, and Transient Merchants. No motions 
were made. Council members will conduct further research for discussion at the next meeting. 
The Council reviewed the FY2026 Street Finance Report with no questions or comments. 
Hoyt moved to introduce and approve the first reading of ORDINANCE NO. 15 AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING THE MERRILL CODE OF ORDINANCES, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 63.04 
SPECIAL SPEED ZONES, with Held seconding the motion. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion 
carried. Hemmelman moved to waive the 2nd and 3rd reading and approve full adoption of 
ORDINANCE NO. 15 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MERRILL CODE OF 
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ORDINANCES, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 63.04 SPECIAL SPEED ZONES, with Rieken 
seconding the motion. Upon roll call, all voted aye. Motion carried. 
BUILDING PERMITS 
B2026-10: 627 4th St.(24x30 garage) Hoyt moved to approve, with Conley seconding the motion. All 
were in favor. Motion carried. 
ADJOURN: Held moved to adjourn, with Conley seconding the motion. Meeting adjourned at 8:41P.M. 
 

CLAIMS 08/20/2026   
3D AG SERVICES SHOP SUPPLIES     1,614.50  
ACCREDITED SECURITY TASERX26 BATTERY         289.95  
ADDICTED INK SCREEN PRINTING PW CLOTH ALLOW         220.00  
AGRIVISON EQUIPMENT GROUP FY2026-27 MOWER LEASE     3,000.00  
ANALYTICAL & CONSULTING SVS LAB TESTING FEES         253.98  
BOMGAARS SUPPLY, INC MISC SHOP SUPPLIES         541.86  
CARDPOINTE PROPELR CARDPONTE FEES           16.78  
CENTRAL STATES FUNDS GRP INS-JUL'26     3,666.40  
CENTURY BUSINESS PRODUCTS PRINTER LEASE         108.92  
CHASE CARD SERVICES MISC PURCHASES     1,307.49  
CORE & MAIN LP MANHOLE ADJ RING         431.92  
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP RISER RING/MANHOLE FRM         717.53  
DEB SCHROEDER REFUND: GYM RENTAL         100.00  
DELL MARKETING LP SPEAKERPHONE/CAM         118.11  
DEPT OF TREASURY FED DEPOSITS     5,072.49  
DERBY TRUCKING LLC FD APPARATUS MAINT         929.61  
DK TREE REMOVAL INC ASH TREE REMOVAL      1,500.00  
FIREFLY RESERVATION RESERVATION FEES AUG'26           55.00  
FLOYD VALLEY HEALTHCARE PHARMACY SUPPLIES             1.82  
HUNTINGTON NATIONAL BANK PD LAPTOP LEASE         237.00  
IOWA DNR ANN WW PERMIT FY26-27          210.00  
IOWA DEPT OF REVENUE JULY 2026 WET TAX           32.44  
IOWA DHS VENDOR LIABILITY         756.92  
IOWA INFORMATION  PUBLISHING FEES #424363           13.67  
IOWA ONE CALL UNDERGROUND LOCATES           20.70  
IPERS IPERS JUL'26     4,736.49  
KELLEN EXCAVATING 1/2" MINUS (9.70) ST REPAIRS         213.40  
LE MARS ACE HARDWARE WELL REPAIRS           40.95  
LE MARS CHEVY GMC CHARGER BRAKES/ROTERS     1,268.24  
LEANN FRIEDENBACH REFUND: GYM DEPOSIT         100.00  
LONNIE PINNEY CONSTRUCTION CONCRETE-ST REPAIRS   16,784.00  
MARCUS LUMBER VINYL BASE (300LF)         923.00  
MENARDS BALLROOM PROJECT SUPP         138.13  
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY UTILITY/HEAT ELECTRIC     4,140.09  
MIKES SIOUX CITY CARPET BALLROOM PROJECT SUPP         109.80  
MUELLER CO LLC SENTRYX AMR ANN FEE     2,510.00  
MURPHY COLLINS MCGILL LEGAL FEES         262.50  
OC SANITATION GARBAGE SVS-JUL'26     3,803.48  
ON THE CLOCK LLC TIMECLOCK SUB           30.36  
ONE BILLING SOLUTIONS AMB BILLING SERVICES         365.07  
PLYMOUTH CO SOLID WASTE  SOLID WASTE-AUG'26     3,369.76  
PREMIER COMMUNICATIONS PHONE/INTERNET-AUG'26         437.74  
QUALITY AUTOMOTIVE PW-'04 F350 TIRES     1,095.76  
R COUNTRY COMPUTERS LIB-REMOTE ASSIST           30.00  
RUSSELL HOYT-QUALITY1 CONTRACTING BALLROOM FLOORING INSTALL     7,548.00  
SANFORD HEALTH EMT CLASS, K.DROEGMILLER         979.00  
SCOTT'S LUMBER KISSINGER REPAIRS         216.45  
SIOUX SALES COMPANY K.FLORES-UNIFORM ALLOW         422.70  
STAN HOUSTON DIAMOND BLADES (2)         775.68  
TEAMSTERS UNION #554 UNION DUES-AUG '26         136.00  
THOMPSON SOLUTIONS GRP WELL HOUSE REPAIRS     2,552.52  
TREE HEALTH SERVICES TREES (TREE GRANT)     2,579.47  
VERIZON PW-WIRELESS         216.52  
WAGNER AUTO SUPPLY MISC SHOP SUPPLIES         635.72  
WEX FLEET PD FUEL         445.56  
 TOTAL   78,083.48  
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CLAIMS BY FUND   
001 GENERAL    48,848.61  
110 ROAD USE    22,242.08  
600 WATER      5,081.30  
610 SEWER      1,911.49  
 TOTAL   78,083.48  
OTHER CLAIMS PAYROLL (07/31/26-08/14/26)   14,109.71  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________  _________________________ 
Angela Gray, City Clerk-Treasurer      Bruce E. Norgaard, Mayor 
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